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PREVENT WILDFIRES THIS HUNTING SEASON 

 
 It is hunting season and there are precautions to be taken when walking and driving in fire-
prone forests and areas burned by last summer’s wildfires. The threat of new fires igniting is not 
completely behind us, and the dangers within old burns can be hidden. There are three key elements 
hunters should be paying attention to this fall: Put out campfires completely before leaving camp, 
watch out for fire-damaged trees, and don’t be surprised to see a smoke or two inside recently burned 
areas. 
  
 Although the hottest months of summer have passed, vegetation remains dry and the chance 
of an abandoned campfire turning into a harmful blaze is still possible. It is important to have a 
campfire only in a place where its heat and sparks won’t ignite nearby grass, brush and trees. There 
should be at least 5 feet of mineral soil around the fire pit and 15 feet of vertical space above it. 
Surround the fire pit with rock or a metal ring. Before going to bed or leaving camp, the campfire 
should be completely extinguished. This can be done by pouring water on the fuels, mixing dirt into 
the coals, or separating fuels from each other. A fully extinguished campfire should be cold to the 
touch.  
 
 A serious danger hunters may encounter in areas where wildfires burned this last summer are 
the dead trees (snags) that are still standing. These trees are not stable since the trunks have been 
weakened by fire so they can easily topple over which can be harmful to any passerby who is struck. 
Windy days increase the danger of falling trees and injury. Camping inside of old burns is not 
advisable, it is best to spend as little time as possible in old fires. The Oregon Gulch fire is an 
example of a recent burn which hunters should use extra caution when entering. Users must be 
aware of their surroundings and be educated on the risks found within recent forest fires.  It is smart 
when walking through previously burned areas to keep your eyes up and scan the trees, listen for 
falling or cracking noises, and avoid areas dense with burned trees if possible since these unsteady 
snags can be fatal.  
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In addition to dead and burned trees, forest fires also leave behind potentially harmful hot 
spots. After a fire has been contained and appears to be out, pockets of heat can smolder for long 
periods of time. If stepped in or touched, a hot pocked from an old fire can cause burns. These 
hotspots can be harmful to hunters and anyone exploring through previously burned lands.  
Hot spots can be identified by white ash or steam, they often fester around roots or stumps, and are 
evident by increased temperatures when touched. Moving slowing and being aware of one’s 
surroundings will reduce the chances of stumbling upon a dangerous hot spot in recently burned 
areas.  
 
 Fire season has not come to a close with the arrival of fall, in fact the end is not yet in site. This 
time of year is still very fire-prone and with the addition of an extraordinarily dry past year forest users 
must take extra precautions. Be aware of your surroundings, be responsible with campfires, and 
avoid dangerous areas due to past fire activity if possible. 
 

 If you see smoke in an old burn and would like to report it, please call the Oregon Department 
of Forestry’s Medford Unit office at (541) 664-3328, or the Grants Pass Unit office at (541) 
474-3152. 

 If you encounter smoke or fire activity within an old burn that places someone in danger please 
call 9-1-1.  
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